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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To present the proposed timetable for the Council’s 2020/21 Statement of Accounts 
using information available at the time of writing to explain the considerations, 
detailed plans and implications of the revised timetable. 

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 To consider and comment on the proposed revision to the timeline for the 
completion of the draft Statement of Accounts. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 The Council completes the statutory Statement of Accounts every financial year 
and the following table outlines the usual timeline that is adhered to: 

Activity Deadline 

Draft Statement of Accounts 31 May 

Audit Committee Mid-June 

Governance Committee Late June 

Final Audited Statement of Accounts 31 July 

 

3.2 Audit Committee will recall that for the 2019/20 Statement of Accounts, the 
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deadlines were extended as a result of the emerging pandemic and lockdown 
situation. The deadlines for last year were revised to: 

Activity Deadline 

Draft Statement of Accounts 31 July 

Audit Committee September 

Governance Committee September 

Final Audited Statement of Accounts 30 November 

 

3.3 The Council comfortably achieved the deadlines above for the 2019/20 accounts, 
alongside only 45% of all authorities nationally. However, for 2020/21, at the time of 
writing this report, the deadlines have reverted to those in the table under 
paragraph 3.1. 

3.4 In line with the recommendations of the Redmond Review of local authority audit 
and financial reporting, the government has recently concluded a consultation on 
extending the deadlines for the publication of audited (final) local authority 
statement of accounts for the years 2020/21 and 2021/22 from 31 July to 30 
September. The proposals would also remove the fixed period for public inspection 
and require the draft statement of accounts to be published on or before the first 
working day of August. The outcome of that consultation, to which officers 
responded, is expected shortly.  

3.5 In the meantime, officers have reviewed the actions required for this year end 
closedown and have concluded that achieving a draft Statement of Accounts by the 
current deadline of 31 May is unrealistic. The main reason for this is due to the 
additional accounting and audit requirements for the £110 million of additional 
government grant funding received during 2020/21 for the Council’s response to the 
Covid pandemic.  Financial Operations officers, in conjunction with the service 
areas need to ensure that we maximise and accurately account for this external 
grant as part of the year end process.  As a consequence we are proposing 
building additional time into our timetable to enable us to deliver an accurate draft 
Statement of Accounts for 2020/21. 

3.6 With all of the additional accounting that will be required, Financial Operations 
officers’ view is that a target date of 18 June for the completion of the draft 
Statement of Accounts is more realistic. We have discussed this with our external 
auditors, Grant Thornton who have confirmed that the proposed delay would have 
no impact on the commencement or practical completion of the external audit. 

3.7 If the statutory deadlines are extended as proposed above in paragraph 3.4 our 
proposed deadline falls within this new timeline. 

3.8 Should the statutory deadlines not be extended we would need to publish a 
statement on our website containing a notice that we would not achieve the 31 May 
deadline.  Whilst this occurs with other local authorities, we have never been in this 
situation at Solihull.  No sanctions or penalties result from late publication although 
it would be referenced in the External Audit, Audit Findings report.  



 

 
 

4. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

4.1 Outlined in section 3. 

5.      Implications and Considerations 

5.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and 
maximising the opportunities of 
HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

The Statement of Accounts report the 
financial performance of all Council 
priorities. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural 
environment. 

5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon 

emissions. 

The Statement of Accounts report the 
financial performance of all Council 
priorities. 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life 
chances in our most 
disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children 
with complex needs. 

The Statement of Accounts report the 
financial performance of all Council 
priorities. 

5.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

5.2.1 Audit Committee review the annual Draft and Final Statement of Accounts. 

5.3 Financial implications: 

5.3.1 There are no financial implications as a direct consequence of this report. 

5.4 Legal implications: 

5.4.1 None 

5.5 Risk implications: 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

5.5.1 There is a risk that the statutory deadlines will not be extended for the 2020/21 
audit and that the Council would therefore miss the formal deadline as a result of 
the proposals set out in this report. However, the implications of doing so are 
limited, as outlined above, and in officers’ view the government is likely to extend 
the deadlines as recommended by the Redmond Review and set out in the 
consultation.  

5.6 Equality implications: 

5.6.1 None 

6. List of appendices referred to 

6.1 None 

7. Background papers used to compile this report 

7.1 None 

8. List of other relevant documents 

8.1 None 


